
1 1

LICEO SCIENTIFICO STATALE 
“FILIPPO SILVESTRI”

“JOURNEYS OF HOPE”
Educational pathways 

To social inclusion and tolerance



1



1



3



3

SCHOOL TO SCHOOL-STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
2016-1-AT01-KA219-016660

(Liceo Scientifico Filippo Silvestri in Portici, Naples, Italy - Öffentliches Stiftsgymnasium
 der Benediktiner zu St. Paul in St. Paul im Lavanttal, Austria -  4th High school of Ilion in Ilion, 

Athens, Greece - IES Joaquin Turina in Sevilla, Spain - Istanbul Lisesi in Instanbul, Turkey)

“JOURNEYS OF HOPE”
Educational pathways 

To social inclusion and tolerance

2. Short-term exchange
“Analysis of the current situation of migration 

and refugees, causes and consequences”

Portici, Naples (Italy)
05th – 11th March 2017

LICEO SCIENTIFICO STATALE 
“FILIPPO SILVESTRI”



5



5

AN ANALYSIS OF CURRENT MIGRATION FLOWS 
AND THEIR CAUSES

While in Eastern Europe countries are building walls to respond to the 
rising flow of migrants and to restrict immigration, in the rest of the 
continent, including Italy, the mass exodus from very poor countries 

produces political and social tensions and often uncontrolled reactions of racist im-
print. Several studies on migration flows give evidence that neither Italy nor Europe 
in general are the areas where this phenomenon is getting more critical.

Middle East is mostly interested by this phenomenon. It is also the area that is 
absorbing a huge number of migrants.

Countries with poor economies as Iran, Egypt, Turkey (where there are much 
poorer citizens than Italians and Europeans) have opened their boundaries to mi-
grants.

Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt accepted more then 97 per cent Syrian 
refugees.

Turkey is the country with the largest number of refugees hosted in 2014 (about 
1 million 600 thousand people).

Pakistan, Lebanon, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ethiopia and Jordan are the 
countries where the remaining part of the refugees was hosted in 2014.

All together Middle Eastern countries accepted around 35 per cent of total re-
fugees, 20 million people in total. The annual report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) states that in 2015 people forced to migrate 
and escape from their home country due to war were approximately 60 million, 8.3 
more than the previous year.

Ten years before migrants were 22 million less.
There are conflicts all over the world, in particular 15 more than during the last 

five years and they are causing a significant increase of migrations flows. European 
countries are quite reluctant to act with human interventions and this is the reason 
why Middle East countries (mainly Islamic) blame European countries.

Amnesty International has stated there is a clear violation of the rights of mi-
grants and refugees that are in Turkey where police used fire on those who tried to 
go through the unofficial crossings.

In Europe, in the western Balkans, the migratory flow has doubled in a year, 
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with an increase from 20 thousand to 40 thousand people which has forced Hun-
gary to build a wall on the border with Serbia.

Pope Francis has captured the essence of the immigration crisis with very sim-
ple words: “Migrants are not a danger. They are the ones in danger.”

The point is clear: the causes of immigration are a moral crisis in the rich coun-
tries of the world where we have the resources and the ability to help who is in 
critical condition or to resolve circumstances which are the roots of their poor con-
dition. Rich societies are responsible for creating the crisis in the first place, and in 
many ways they take advantage of the crisis.

A deeper reflection about this migration phenomenon is needed when we want 
to solve honestly and realistically the moral crisis, and to give a humane and con-
structive response to the massive human problems that are in front of our eyes. It is 
very likely that the problem will become much worse in the near future, unless rich 
countries undertake decisive actions. Migrants are in an unsafe and dangerous con-
dition. Needless to say, sometimes migrants can become a serious problem for the 
society that accepts them. The most extreme case we can imagine is a devastating 
catastrophe: the birth of new societies where migrants arrive and intend to transfer 
or eliminate people that already live there. It is the wildest form of imperialism.
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Speaking less about colossal crisis, today the country which is most affected by the 
migration of refugees is Lebanon, where about 40% of the population are refugees.

Jordan has absorbed huge populations of refugees, as Syria before the recent 
cataclysm. Meanwhile, in the rich France, the camp for Refugees in Calais, known 
as “The Jungle”, was demolished and its population is scattered all over France.

Britain has agreed to take several hundred of unaccompanied children to join 
their families that already live in the United Kingdom. It is a concrete sign of the 
values that are part of the old European culture.

The current emergency can remind us of painful moments of the past history.
The first barrier in Europe was built in 1924 and was intended for Italians and 

Jews. The barrier lasted until 1965.
The consequences were disastrous, especially for the Jews, since Nazi Germany 

had reached the deepest point of barbarism.
One country is an exception. It is not in line with the general model for absor-

bing refugees.This country is Turkey, a member of the OECD (Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development Countries). Turkey has accepted 2.5 mil-
lion refugees, including the bulk of those fleeing the horrors of Syria. It is estimated 
that 90% of them are women and children but the Turks have now closed their 
doors to tens of thousands of desperate people fleeing the latest horrors now in 
Aleppo, where there is the cruel assault of the Assad government and its Russian 
allies. Tens thousands of Syrians are stuck at the border, and many more to come.

In response, the rich European countries put pressure on Turkey asking to ab-
sorb more refugees, keeping them far from their borders, and at the same time they 
state that they are closing their borders. The September report of the High Com-
missioner for Refugees, outlines the scope of the migrant crisis: about 11 million 
Syrians have fled their homes over the past five years. 13.5 million Syrians need 
humanitarian assistance inside Syria. Nearly 5 million have fled to Turkey, Lebanon, 
Egypt and Iraq, while 6.5 million are internally displaced in Syria. One million has 
applied for asylum in Europe. The European Union countries that welcome migran-
ts are Germany with more than 300,000 refugees, and Sweden with 100,000. Other 
countries have hosted fewer refugees. The United States have absorbed only a few 
thousand.

We want to underline that the United States and the United Kingdom are the 
main responsible of the Iraq invasion, the source of much of the current crisis of 
migrants. In this case the conflict that is destroying Iraq and the whole region is 
creating millions of refugees, and bringing about consequences. Countries with the 
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responsibility for creating refugees need time to take care of them in some way, whi-
le those with the greatest responsibility to create refugees reject their responsibility, 
even though they are rich countries, thus more able to deal with the problems that 
may arise.

In conclusion, if we reflect on the words of Pope Francis, migrants are truly in 
danger. We should devote ourselves to reduce their difficulties in all possible ways; 
addressing the causes of their flight, increasing humanitarian aid, accepting them.

At the same time, we should also reflect on another well-known saying: “Phy-
sician, heal thyself ” to imply that we Europeans have first to be united to find joint 
solutions to the problem.

Written by:
Riccardo Buccelli - Chiara Gentile 

 Gennaro Madonna
Antonio Pane - Raffaele Solaro
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IMMIGRATION: A HOT ISSUE

“Immigration is the permanent or temporary transfer of individuals or 
groups of people to a country or place other than their own”.

It occurs especially in underdeveloped countries and the most impor-
tant causes or reasons are mainly social, political and economic. Immigration has 
existed during the whole history of humankind. At distant times tribes roamed in 
search for new pastures for their livestock, new places for hunting and fishery. Later 
people started to migrate in search for more fertile lands and foundation of new 
settlements. Today migration still takes place in the world, people are forced to 
change their places of living due to different natural and man-made calamities. So 
migration is the process which takes place when an individual or a group leaves one 
country for another with the intention to settle permanently down in that country. 
There are many reasons which make people leave their homes and move to other 
places.

Economic reasons have always been among the main reasons for migration. Life 
in poverty and despair often forces people to search a better life. The gap between 
the developed countries and the third world countries increases year by year, as a 
result people move to industrialized countries in order to have stable earnings, bet-
ter employment opportunities and higher standards of living. Many people migrate 
because of natural catastrophes. Some people change their place of living in search 
for political freedom; it can be migration towards political liberty and political ri-
ghts or escape from government persecution. It also makes sense to name ethnic 
and religious reasons. Ethnic conflicts in some countries and religious intolerance 
often force people to look for refuge in other countries. Wars and high rate of crimi-
nality also induce people to leave the countries they live in. There are cases of people 
who migrate to reunite families, to marry and build up new families.

Immigration in Europe
Immigration in Europe today

The alarm for illegal immigration involves almost all EU countries and each 
country responds following the national laws they have.

According to estimates of the main international organizations in the world to-
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day there are at least 130 million people who have left their homeland to move to 
another country.
To understand the dimensions of the phenomenon and its consequences we have 
to remember that in addition to illegal immigrants there are at least three groups of 
controlled immigration within the EU. Let’s try to divide immigrants in two groups 
and briefly describe them:
Legal immigrants
• foreign workers with regular residence permit
• those who apply for admission to the “family reunification”
• refugees seeking political asylum.

Illegal immigrants
Most of the illegal immigrants are leaving their homes for the following reasons:
• economic (to escape poverty)
• political (dictatorships, persecution, oppression, war, genocide, ethnic cleansing);
• religious (inability to practice their religion)
• criminal (to escape justice in their own country)
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The second group of immigrants is the most dangerous and the one that coun-
tries fear the most as there has been a huge increase in delinquency and crimes that 
is very difficult to control.

As long as the phenomenon concerned only Italy and Greece, the problem 
could not be qualified as European. Since immigrants have been moving into Fran-
ce, Germany and Eastern Europe as well, the problem has involved the Community.

All the European nations are trying to face this enormous problem, and since 
most of them have joined the Geneva Convention of 1951 and 1967, that ensures 
that immigrants cannot be sent back to the country of origin or to another country 
where they can be prosecuted, it’s very hard to find a solution.

Later on other agreements were stipulated between the nations and more con-
ventions were written to regulate immigrations. The most important are:

• The Schengen agreement 
• The 1990 Dublin convention

Unfortunately it is almost impossible for countries to welcome the huge number of 
refugees, who are in the worst conditions ever.
Many people, including children, are dying everyday looking for a better life. Eu-
ropean Union (EU) statistics on international migration, population stocks of na-
tional and non-national citizens and data relating to the acquisition of citizenship 
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are reported below. Migration is influenced by a combination of economic, political 
and social factors: either in a migrant’s country of origin (push factors) or in the 
country of destination (pull factors). Historically, the relative economic prosperity 
and political stability of the EU are thought to have exerted a considerable pull 
effect on immigrants.

In destination countries, international migration may be used as a tool to solve 
specific labour market shortages. However, migration alone will almost certainly 
not reverse the ongoing trend of population ageing experienced in many parts of 
the EU.

A total of 3.8 million people immigrated to one of the EU 28 Member States 
during 2014, while at least 2.8 million emigrants were reported to have left an EU 
Member State. These total figures do not represent the migration flows to/from the 
EU as a whole, since they also include flows between different EU Member States.

Among these 3.8 million immigrants during 2014, there were an estimated 1.6 
million citizens of non-member countries, 1.3 million people with citizenship of 
a different EU Member State from the one to which they immigrated, around 870 
thousand people who migrated to an EU Member State of which they had the citi-
zenship (for example, returning nationals or nationals born abroad), and some 12.4 
thousand stateless people.

Germany reported the largest total number of immigrants (884.9 thousand) in 
2014, followed by the United Kingdom (632.0 thousand), France (339.9 thousand), 
Spain (305.5 thousand) and Italy (277.6 thousand). Spain reported the highest 
number of emigrants in 2014 (400.4 thousand), followed by Germany (324.2 thou-
sand), the United Kingdom (319.1 thousand), France (294.1 thousand) and Poland 
(268.3 thousand).

Written by:
Alessia Cataldo - Flavia Occhino - Livia Lungo 

Francesco Ascolese - Silvia Nocera



12 13

POLISH IMMIGRATION

Since the fall of Communism in 1989 and after Poland’s accession to the Eu-
ropean Union and accession to the Schengen Area in particular, a significant 
number of Poles, estimated at over two million, have emigrated, primarily to 

the United Kingdom, Germany, France and Ireland. The majority of them, accor-
ding to the Central Statistical Office of Poland left in search of better work opportu-
nities abroad while retaining permanent resident status in Poland itself.

After Poland joined the EU, Poles acquired the right to work in some EU coun-
tries. UK, Ireland, Sweden and Malta allowed Poles to work freely without any li-
mitations from the start. Peaking in 2007, almost 2.3 million Poles lived abroad, 
mostly in Western Europe. This has been the largest wave of economic migration of 
Poles abroad since the Polish emigration to the United States in late 19th and early 
20th century, which is estimated to have brought between about 1.5 million and 3.5 
million Poles to the United States.

They have been classified in various categories:
• the stayers or permanent migrants
• storks or migrants who frequently move back and forth
• hamsters, migrants who stay in the receiving country with the goal of maximizing 

savings to bring home, and those who maintain an uncertain planned duration 
of stay.

But what are the migration motivations of Poles?
Primary reasons for the migration are economic. It has disproportionately af-

fected young Poles, in their 20s and 30s. Reasons for the migration include higher 
wages offered abroad, and the difficult situation of young people in the Polish labor 
market related to the increase in levels of unemployment during the global Great 
Recession of 2008. Due to a large increase in the number of Poles attending uni-
versities after the fall of communism, the supply of educated workers exceeded the 
domestic demand and as a result many young Poles migrated to the west. According 
to a survey conducted in 2011, 33% of those questioned pointed to higher wages as 
motivation for emigration and 31% to unemployment, with 3% stating professional 
development and 16% declaring family reasons.
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Poles gradually assimilated into the American society. They made enormous 
contributions to the performing arts world with such musicians as Arthur Rubin-
stein, one of the greatest piano players in the world. Some other famous Poles are 
Stan Musial, Carl Yastrzemski, and Czeslaw Milosz, a Nobel Prize Winner for his 
writings. Like all other ethnic groups that immigrated to the United States, Poles 
were stereotyped. When Poles entered America they were seen as filthy, drunks, 
and rowdy. In 1948 they were stereotyped in the film “A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
Edward Piszek, a Pole, wasn’t going to let his people be classified constantly by Po-
lish stereotypes. In 1973 he set out on a five-hundred thousand dollar campaign 
portraying Polish achievements and contributions to America.

The second and third generations of Poles were born into America in the late 
1900’s. These Poles grew to be Americans. They still had their Polish heritage within 
them but soon they rejected the old Polish lifestyle. They needed to move out and 
become part of American society. Polish people were assimilated into American 
society with the birth of these new Poles. However Poles may have rejected the old 
Polish culture, they indirectly began a new Polish culture. With their Polish heritage 
in their blood there was no way to escape their past. Soon enough these Poles beca-
me respectful and proud of their ancient heritage.

Written by:
Alessia Cataldo- Flavia Occhino

Livia Lungo - Francesco Ascolese - Silvia Nocera
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IMMIGRATION

Everything is related, and all of us human beings 
are united as brothers and sisters in a wonderful pilgrimage.

(Encyclical of Pope Francesco).

The main migratory flows in the world
Emigration causes profound changes both in the countries of departure and 

destination. As regards countries of departure, the demographic pressure and the 
phenomenon of unemployment as well as international wars make people transfer 
to improve their living conditions and get development opportunities.
• From North Africa or South Sahara region to Central Western Europe.
• From Asia to America (USA, Canada), Australia and New Zealand.
• From China to Central and Western Europe, the USA and Canada.

Integration of immigrants in the countries of destination in the new society 
passes through different phases. The first is an adaptation to the conditions of life 
and work and learning the language and this is defined adaptation. Then there is 
integration that requires fully knowing the laws of the country, starting to take part 
in political and social life. The next step consists in a process of assimilation in the 
second or third generation.

Character of Italian emigration
In the second half of the eighteenth century, significant migration phenomena 

were increasing in our country. Emigration was made up of more qualified staff that 
went mostly to other countries in Europe. The great migration occurred between 
the last decades of the nineteenth century and the twentieth century, then pointed 
to South America and Australia. The flow reached its peak in the mid ‘60s. Emigra-
tion contributed to eradicate the ancient misery resulting in a substantial overall 
improvement of living conditions. It also caused the abandonment of the land and 
rural areas by millions of peasants and craftsmen. During the ‘80s there was for the 
first time a positive migratory balance.  Today Italians living abroad and those of 
the second and third generations who live outside our country are over 58 million, 
distributed mainly in America.
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Immigration in Italy
Our country in recent decades has become a country of immigration. In the 

northern regions immigrants are employed in the industrial sector: in the centre la-
bor supply concerns low-skilled activities, domestic work, agriculture. Medici senza 
frontiere paints the portrait of a population of about 12,000 seasonal workers who 
don’t exist officially for the law.  They live also for 40% in abandoned buildings and 
over 50% haven’t had water and electric energy for years now. We hear of immi-
grants who decide to land on Lampedusa, risking their lives. These arrive in Italy 
especially because in their homeland they have no rights and have no freedom.

They need a substantial sum of money just to get to Italy, with false papers, and 
only those who have paid a higher sum will be provided a place on a boat. They 
rely on very unstable boats and for this reason we hear of dead immigrants or even 
dispersed during the journey. Once landed on Lampedusa they are examined by 
medical doctors, so they have no diseases.

Only one race and many ethnic groups
All people of the earth belong to a single species, which is distributed in the va-

rious continents. The time and the different environmental conditions have caused 
somatic variations such as skin colour, the shape of the nose, the stature, hair, eyes 
and so on. On the basis of these differences four major groups and other secondary 
groups or races have been identified: europoidal (white race), negroid (black race) 
mongoloid (yellow race) austroloid, (widespread in Australia). In addition to these 
primary forms other mixed forms exist today. More than of race we prefer to talk of 
ethnic groups, that is, the set of traditions, ways of living and thinking, social and 
family organization, clothing, as well as language and religion, in short, everything 
that characterizes and distinguishes sometimes human beings. All these elements 
can be a cause of division between different groups, determining intolerance and 
racism that result in bloody ethnic conflicts.

There are no races, but only racists
Every human being is a unique and unrepeatable experience of life. The genetic 

differences don’t constitute divisions among men. The real differences are econo-
mic, cultural, religious and social. A racist is someone who identifies with a supe-
rior race and who is convinced of the “purity” of their own race.
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Trump’s wall
President Donald trump has set in motion his plan to build an impenetrable 

southern border between the USA and Mexico. The border is about 1900 miles 
(3100 km) long. Mr Trump says his wall will cover 1000 miles and natural obstacles 
will take care of the rest. Mr Trump claims the total cost of the wall will be $10bn 
to $12bn. But estimates from engineers seem to be universally higher. Immigration 
plans are also include detailed examinations for those who require visas.

Refugees
Refugees are those people who are forced to leave their country because of war 

or fear of political and religious persecution. They ask for the right to asylum, which 
is an inviolable right granted to citizens in the mid-20th century. TheUN has set up 
the UNCHR in order to ensure international protection. Currently it is estimated 
that people who come from countries devastated by war are about 20 million. In 
Asia, the term has been coined to refer to the populations fleeing from states of the 
south east. Europe itself is the target region and welcomes hundreds of thousands 
of people fleeing from Asia and Africa.

Written by:
Antonietta Savarese, Rita Amato De Serpis,

 Roberta Raia, Luca Nocerino, Simone Accadia
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IMMIGRATION IN EUROPE: THE CURRENT          
SITUATION

Immigration in Europe has always existed but nowadays it is entirely different 
from the old one. The reason is that it is composed entirely of irregular, “illegal” 
immigrants, who come in the desperate hope that they will not be turned away.
Between 2007 and 2011, large numbers of illegal immigrants from the Middle 

East, Africa and South Asia tried to reach Europe via Turkey and Greece, but the 
construction of a border fence between these two countries effectively closed the 
door to that route. Boat voyages then became the norm for migrants desperately 
hoping for a safer, peaceful and more prosperous life elsewhere.

After a tragic migrant shipwreck in 2013 near Lampedusa, an island near Sicily, 
where more than 360 migrants lost their lives, the Italian government established a 
large-scale naval operation involving search and rescue. After this operation avai-
lable Italian funds ran out and the EU frontier agency Frontex took on the task. In 
2015, the EU decided to launch a new border-control operation for the Mediterra-
nean in order to more effectively deal with the problem.

Despite that, Mediterranean traffic from North Africa to Europe has continued 
to increase massively. The route of current preference is through Turkey into Greece 
by boat, and from there the overland journey into southeast Europe. For many, the 
preferred destination is Germany, especially after the declaration of the Chancellor 
Angela Merkel that her country would effectively have an open-door policy, accep-
ting everyone who wanted to come.

Talking about numbers 821,000 migrants arrived through Greece in 2015, ne-
arly all by boat. A further 150,000 arrived in Italy, also by boat, while over 30,000 
travelled overland from Turkey via Bulgaria. They come from war-ravaged, failed 
societies where competent and consensual government has collapsed to be replaced 
by the bomb and the bullet.

Following Chancellor Merkel’s compassionate example, Germany has become 
more caring and more welcoming and this has had a positive effect on other EU 
countries. Positive or not, however, the pressure on housing, social services, educa-
tion and employment availability will only grow worse.

The EU and Germany will have to radically slow down the migrant flow. Ini-
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tially, all Syrian migrants were automatically classified as refugees deserving of 
being granted asylum, but this may well change as European nations react to being 
overwhelmed by the great numbers of refugees. Far tougher policies are being in-
troduced, registering, sorting and settling migrants, and tightening social benefits. 
“Economic” migrants seeking greater wealth rather than refuge, especially those co-
ming from largely peaceful areas, are increasingly being refused asylum status and 
sent elsewhere. Migrants who break the law, as several hundred did on New Year’s 
Eve, with robbery and sexual attacks in several German cities, will not be tolerated.

What we are starting to see implemented are far stronger measures to strengthen 
the EU’s external borders which could lead to the EU tearing itself apart. Britain, 
for example, had first almost completely blocked migrants coming from France via 
Calais and the Channel Tunnel, while accepting migrants it chooses directly from 
refugee camps in and around Syria and now, with Brexit, has gone out of Europe.

The EU wants to establish a centralized migrant quota system whereby the num-
ber of migrants is more fairly shared among member countries, but this has not 
been accepted. How the EU deals with this issue will determine whether the EU 
survives in its current form or not. The challenge of financing the migrant crisis 
equitably is another hot issue, with responses widely varying between member na-
tions.

Most migrants entering the EU are Muslims by religion. The addition of poten-
tially one to three million more Muslims within the area of the EU holds enormous 
political, social and security consequences. Most Muslims, of course, are hard-wor-
king and responsible people. Even so, they will take time to assimilate and adjust 
to living in the EU. However, a small minority has more extreme views. A great 
lesson of the appalling Paris atrocity was that some terrorists had entered Europe 
masquerading as migrants. Is Europe hiding the fires of future terrorist outrages? 
This possibility exists and will require utmost vigilance.

Yet another urgent political priority is how the EU can address the problems in 
the migrants’ home countries that kicked off the migration crisis in the first place.

In September 2015, EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker commented 
about the future direction and performance of the EU. He called for more politics, 
more Europe and more Union. He called for much more reform, faster progress on 
many fronts, and better management—particularly of the migrant crisis. Measures 
for a stronger single currency, a more competitive economy and a stronger presence 
in the world, were all highlighted. Widely anticipated, are as yet little-publicized EU 
plans for a major treaty provision defining an inner core of nations happy with the 
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idea of a federal Europe, a few nations with a looser arrangement. Europe is chan-
ging fast and the migrant crisis has begun to act as a major catalyst for such change.

The Brexit would likely intensify Scottish Nationalists’ calls to leave the UK and 
yet remain within the EU.

In this environment, the survival of the EU in its current form is threatened 
from multiple sides. In particular, a strong Germany will provide opposition to any 
policies that destabilize the union but it is also possible that a group of the current 
EU nations could separate itself and become a powerful European nationalist force 
in reaction against external economic and religious forces seen as alien to Europe’s 
historical roots.

Kim Lane Scheppele, who is the director of the Program in Law and Public 
Affairs at Princeton University in addition to being a professor of Sociology and 
International Affairs, noted that Germany traditionally approves over 60 per cent of 
asylum applications. By contrast, “front-line” countries such as Hungary (9 percent) 
or Greece (4 per cent) rejected far more applications than they approved.

She said standards used to process applications are also subject to EU law, and 
every Member State is required to determine whether the individual has a well-foun-
ded fear of persecution in the case of asylum claims or whether the person has  
reasons to fear violence as in the case for applications for international protection.

As regards Hungary she said that if “Hungary is going to violate EU law or doing 
something unusual, it will never be the first” and she noted that just the previous 
week the European Commission had taken the unprecedented step of filing infrin-
gement actions against 19 Member States for failing to comply with EU directives 
on asylum.

Noting that “Hungary is run by extremely clever lawyers” Scheppele said the 
government of Prime Minister Viktor Orbán “correctly judged that Dublin was in-
sane” and that “we will be in very good company if we develop our own standards 
for granting asylum and protection until the EC makes everybody transpose the 
directives”.

“They can’t go after Hungary for having bizarre asylum law, they have to go after 
everyone,” she said.

Rutgers University professor of political science R. Daniel Kelemen attributed 
the “incredible uptick this year” in migration to deteriorating conditions in the exi-
sting refugee camps in Turkey and elsewhere.

Kelemen said the EU had got itself on the “wrong side of two big issues” politics 
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by demanding fiscal discipline on the part of Member States at a time of growing 
unemployment and poverty, while at the same time requiring them to provide re-
fugees with the kinds of public services and benefits they cannot afford to give their 
own citizens.

Scheppele agreed that EU pressure to reduce social safety nets was incompatible 
with moral pressure to give away things to refugees.

“It is extremely difficult to give free housing and medical care to refugees,” said 
Scheppele. “No country could.”

Written by:
Enrico Cimmino - Domenico Orvitti - Marco D’Agostino

Loredana Barone - Valeria Matteo
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PEACE IN DANGER!

In 2014, about 3.8 millions of people immigrated in a country of the European 
Union, and Germany has been the nation that hosted the highest number of 
migrants, 884,900; Italy only held 277,600.
About the 50% of the refugees who arrived in Europe in 2015 comes from Syria: 

the Syrian civil war broke out in March 2011 and 4 millions of people have first 
taken refuge in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon.

Many migrants don’t even arrive to their destination country because of the 
difficulties of the journeys.

Immigration has both positive and negative sides: migrants often accept to do 
jobs that local people don’t want to do, but countries have to spend a lot of money 
to host them.

A problem that migrants can be forced to deal with is racism: it is the belief, 
scientifically incorrect, that human species can be divided in different races, with a 
single kind of men above all the others.

Xenophobia is a phobic attitude towards strangers or of the unknown, and it is 
a diffused problem. In Europe in fact many countries are now closing their borders.

The International Community has always been looking for a way to bring peace 
to the countries of origin of the migrants. In 1945 the UN (United Nations) was 
founded in order to keep the peace achieved after the end of the Second World War. 
It has several functions:

• to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles 
and purposes of the United Nations;

• to investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction;
• to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement;
• to call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not invol-

ving the use of force to prevent or stop aggression;
• to take military action against an aggressor.

Despite the efforts of the UN there is war and poverty in many countries. Re-
garding the poverty of these countries, a lot of humanitarian organizations such as 
World Food Programme (WFP), Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere 
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(CARE) or Oxfam International, strive every day in order to help people in need all 
over the world.

Italy has also worked for the protection of migrants: Operation Mare Nostrum 
was a year-long naval and air operation commenced by the Italian government on 
October 18, 2013 to tackle the increased immigration to Europe during the second 
half of 2013 and migratory ship wreckages off Lampedusa. During the operation at 
least 150,000 migrants, mainly from Africa and the Middle East, arrived safely to 
Europe. The operation ended on 31 October 2014.

Today the UE is allocating funds to help countries to deal with migrants, but a 
solution is still far to be found.

 
Written by:

Antonio Pane  
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IMMIGRATION TO ITALY

Causes and consequences
Nowadays more than 4 millions of foreign people live in Italy, and around half 

a million of them are illegal immigrants. This immigration flow, that the State can 
manage no more, come mainly from Romania, Albania, Morocco, China, Ukraine 
and the Philippines. Foreigners who entered Italy without a regular entry visa are 
illegal immigrants and according to the law, they should be deported or sent back. 
However, they usually arrive in Lampedusa with rafts or boats and in very poor 
conditions. Therefore, they cannot be sent back to their countries and rather they 
have to be saved from a possible death, taking them to special Temporary Stay and 
Assistance Centers. They stay there for a short time just to be looked after and for 
their identification.

In recent decades our country has changed from a country of emigration to a 
country of immigration. During the eighties, a massive immigration came to Italy 
from third world countries and from European countries, such as Yugoslavia and 
Albania, with internal political and economic crisis. The immigrants, coming from 
countries outside the European Community, are identified as non-EU people. This 
number is constantly growing, even if it is not possible to get a real number since 
only a small number of them have a residence permit, and are the so called “regu-
lar”, while the largest number consists of irregular immigrants who come to our 
country as illegal immigrants.

They come largely from Africa (Morocco, Tunisia, Senegal, Ethiopia, Somalia, 
etc.) and Asia (Philippines, China, Sri Lanka, Pakistan etc). They mainly live in big 
towns such as Rome, Milan, Naples and Turin, where they work as co-labourers. 
In the northern regions employment in the industrial sector has helped the immi-
grants to reach a good integration within the local community. In the regions of the 
South instead, where immigration and unemployment co-exist, immigrants mainly 
work in low-skilled activities with unstable salary or with moon-lighting.

Causes
The majority of migrants come to Italy because they are forced to do that by 

dictatorships and laws that deprive them of freedom. Sometimes they come from 
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“normal” countries, where there are several resources such as mines and petroleum 
but they cannot use their richness due to the incompetence of local politicians or 
internal war and conflicts or ghettoization of society.

Consequences
During the last decade, migration flows have greatly affected the Italian eco-

nomy and demography. The trend is growing, not only for the geographic position 
ideal for transit, but also for business interest. Cheap labour is greatly in demand 
among employers. The increasing number of migrants has created a certain imba-
lance in different spheres of life and society. The middle-aged population in Italy is 
growing, thus migrants play an important role in filling the workforce depletion as 
well as flooding the labour market. The consequences of migration for our country 
are either positive or negative. During the last ten years, Italy has been pursuing a 
tight budgetary policy regarding its obligations under the Economic and Monetary 
Union. At the same time the government realizes the necessity of taking measures 
to encourage entry of fully qualified migrants and to restrict illegal or low-skilled 
immigrants. The state faces a number of problems, such as job placement and assi-
milation of migrants into society. Some of the objectives are to provide them with 
employment, European values, and mastery of the Italian language.

The five main consequences are:
1) Overpopulation of the territory. Italy, excluding immigrants, would be an over-

populated country, with a density of 200 km².
2) The break-up and the ghettoization of society. Every individual tends to live 

among his own ethnic neighbours: Chinatown, the African quarter and so on.
3) The presence of migrants increases moonlighting and underpayment. Migrants 

are usually considered slaves with a very poor salary that an Italian would never 
accept.

4) The substantial increase in crime. The tendency of immigrants to crime is quite 
evident if we examine the prison population: about 40% of inmates in Italian 
prisons are foreigners, compared with a resident population of 10%.

5) Significant health risks: migrants come from regions of the world where in-
fectious diseases, such as tuberculosis, scabies and meningitis, are endemic.
Within Italy, the reaction to immigration has not been very favourable. Opinion 

polls indicate that Italians have mainly negative and stereotyped views of immi-
grants and there is disturbing evidence of growing racism. The reduction of the 
number of Italian births corresponds to an increase of births of foreigners or chil-
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dren of mixed couples. In fact, the number of mixed marriages is getting significant. 
As regards the labour market, immigrants generally constitute a cheap labour re-
serve since they are willing to accept wages considered unacceptable by the internal 
market. Despite the meanders of black labour and exploitation in which too often 
they are forced by unscrupulous people, the immigrants still help to gradually chan-
ge the labour market in the host country.

Why This Crisis Is So Difficult to Tackle
As of 2014, UNHCR estimates that 59.5 million people were forcibly displaced 

from their homes, of whom 19.5 million are refugees outside their countries of ori-
gin. Three primary factors have limited the system’s capacity to respond.

For most, return to their origin country or resettlement in a third country re-
mains a distant possibility. Humanitarian responses in refugee situations have been 
criticized for focusing too heavily on the “care and maintenance” of refugee popu-
lations, leaving refugees essentially “warehoused” for years on end, with little focus 
on long-term, sustainable solutions.

Secondly, the international community has failed to offer burden sharing to host 
countries. Neither assistance funding nor resettlement places have increased as the 
level of need. And the resources that are available are finite.

Visa restrictions and airline sanctions, for example, have made it difficult—if 
not impossible—for most of those seeking protection to reach their destinations 
through common means of entry. As a result, refugees are forced to rely on incre-
asingly risky and dangerous routes, often requiring the use of smugglers, to gain 
entry to asylum systems in Europe and elsewhere.

A Global Challenge
Migration flows are difficult to predict, but none of the push factors driving 

refugees and migrants to Europe’s shores appear likely to be resolved soon. Few 
progresses have been made in resolving the political situation in Syria, suggesting 
ISIS and other extremist groups will have plenty of room to continue exploiting the 
power vacuum in large parts of the country. Related violence in Iraq is likely to add 
to the refugee flows.

In the absence of a large-scale increase in support for these countries (both in 
terms of aid and resettlement), refugees continue to seek more stable conditions 
and longer-term solutions in Europe’s asylum systems.

Yet Europe has few systems to predict mass movements before they happen. 
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Against this new landscape, countries in Europe and elsewhere will have to think 
hard about how to approach their protection responsibilities. Giving in to the im-
pulses to erect bigger fences without concomitantly dealing with the root causes of 
these movements will only serve to deepen the pockets of smugglers, not reduce the 
flows themselves.

Written by:
Chiara Acampora, Vittoria Acampora, Daniela De Falco, 
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